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columns, as it might happen, usually signed with
his initials. The first number contained his noble
tribute to " Randolph of Roanoke," a sketch of
the life of Thomas Ellwood, and a letter from
Amesbury, dealing with New Hampshire politics
and rejoicing in the gallant and successful fight of
John P. Hale. He likened Hale to tlie brave-
hearted Indian, Hiarcormes, who trampled on the
sacred medicine bag, and thus broke the spell of
the medicine man who was frightening the con-
verts of Eliot back to idolatry. " Hale's experi-
ment was in its way equal to that of old Hiar-
cormes. Slavery has come to be regarded a very
sacred and democratic institution, to interfere with
which was to incur political death. Hale has
rudely touched it, and still lives."

There is occasionally a number of the " Era "
that contains eight or nine columns of Mr. Whit-
tier's writing. One after another he introduces
to the public, with eulogistic comment, young
writers who have since become popular favorites.
Now it is a good word for Lucy Larcom, then for
Alice and Phoebe Gary, Grace Greenwood, and
others. These became regular contributors to the
"Era." His life-long friendship for Bayard
Taylor had its origin in his copying " The Norse-
man's Ride " from the " Democratic Review " (in
which it had appeared anonymously), prefacing
it with hearty commendation. He did not then
know the name of the writer he was praising, nor
could he have guessed that his notice would be the
beginning of a long and happy friendship.

We find among the papers Mr. Whittier pre-